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To the Reverend 


Dr. SAMUEL LISLE, 


The very Worthy 
Archdeacon of CAN TERBURT; 
To my Reverend 
rethren of the ſame DrocEsE; 
E AND TO 

Four RESPECTIVE FLOCKS; 
THIS 
ISCOURSE, as a Teſtimony of Leal 
T 0 | 
The SERVICE of GOD, 


Is 
Humbly Dedicated by 


Your Obedient Servant in Chriſt, 


Francis Cull. 


Advertiſement. |— 


Had no Thoughts of appearing in Prin pe 

very lately; as may be ſeen by the Difts 
of Time between the Preaching of this Ip 
courſe and the Publiſhing of it; till 1 
ſtirr'd up to it by the poor, ſorry, low Crit 
of ſome Perſons, which have newly reach 
Ear. The Nibblings of theſe little Creatas 
and thereupon the earneſt Entreaties of 
Friends, have prevailed upon me. I neither ſas 
tend to, nor affect Flouriſhing ; Reaſon F, th 
Strength are the Things I aim at. As to if, 
and Outſide, I leave them to thoſe who hay tellin 
tle elſe to recommend them to the World. in ch 


Snave, Dec. 18. = | 
8 1731. „ ; them, 


1 Co R. ix 16. 


— For Neceſſity is laid upon me; yea, 
Woe is unto me, if I preach not the Goſ- 
pel.— 


Tint 
Diſtz 
lis! 
1 
ritt 
ches 


. Paul, in the Beginning of this Chap- 
r ter, declares to the Coriuthiaus his 
* Apoſtleſhip; That although he was 
a bred under the Fewijh Ceremonies, 
yet now he was free from the Yoke of 
Fihem ; that he had received his Miſſion from Je- 
Iſus Chriſt; and in Teſtimony of this, he appeals 
tothe Work of their Converſion to Chriſtianity 
by his Hands: This again he repeats to them, 
telling them they are the Seal of his Apoſtleſhip 
' Fin the Lord. After they had been brought over 
to the Faith, and the Apoſtle was abſent from 
them, they began to form themſelves into Parties; 
ſome were of Paul, ſome of Apollos, ſome of Ce- 
las, and ſome of Chriſt. Upon which he tells 
them, That Chriſt is not divided; that Paul was 
not crucified for them, neither were they baptized 
in his Name. He was ſorry to hear there were 
Diyiſions among them; and therefore adviſes them 


in a ſolemn Manner to be perfectly joined toge- 
| ther 


; 
| 
| 
| 

' 
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them; and he thanks God for it, leſt any Glo 
ſhould be given unto him: For Chriſt, ſays he 


timates to them, that he wrought not their Co 


verſion by baptizing them; for that could not! 


ed: They muſt firſt have been called off fin 
their Heatheniſm, received gradual Inſtrudions 1 


ing to put People out of Conceit of their nation 


grounded in it to the Years of Maturity, event 
Conſtitution. Beſides, there was no other Wo. 
ſhip 
that of the Fetus, who were confined to a {mil 
Corner of it, and marked out as the moſt ſelſil. 
ill- temper'd People breathing upon Earth, accort 


tyr of Juvenal; ſo that there could be no Like 
lihood of the Heathens being poſſeſſed with af 


ligion. Hence they muſt at firſt View have! 


Þ thorit! 


ther in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Jutz 
ment. He tells them he baptized very few 


well a 
ordins 
tation 


ion t 
ſent me not to bapti xe, but to preach the Goſpel, firſt P 


and that, not with Wiſdom of Words, leſt the C f 5 
of Chriſt ſhould be made of none Effect. He uf b 


he ca 
clared 


done to them, till after they were really conyer. | — 
| that 


the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, as the | _ 


Prejudices moved off, and left Room for thaf 8 


He muft have had a difficult Work in endeavou. | : Ohs 
| Mer ang 
Religion, which they had ſucked in with tha 10% 


very Milk, in the Time of Infancy, and wap in ſet 


1 5 . Ie ſe 
its being become inter woven into their Nature ai as 
R ot n 
of the true God then in the World, excepF 


other 
| ſake, 
| Make, 
; - Due 
ing to thoſe Verſes of them in the fourteenth 8 


alec 


our 0 


| ther 
| befo; 


favourable Opinion of theſe Men, or of their ReÞ 1, tc 


| Min! 


worſe Notion of the Chriſtian Perſuaſion, 3s | ' who 


ſeemed to riſe from among the Fews, but was nd 
tolerated even by them, or any other publick Au- 
thoritf,f 


171 


hority; and it muſt appear new and upſtart, as 


yell as mean and deſpicable, as having but a few 
ordinary and illiterate Men, of no ſettled Habi- 
tations, making Profeſſion of it. Great Oppoſi- 
tion therefore muſt the Apoſtle meet with at his 
F frft Entry upon this Work. When he had ap- 
| pealed unto Ceſar from the malicious Proſecution 
VF of his Countrymen, and was brought to Rome, 
he called the chief of the es together, and de- 
cared unto them the Grounds of his Accuſation. 
They anſwer'd, that they had heard nothing of 


dim in particular; neither had any of the Brethren 


that came from Judea ſpake any Harm of him. 
But, ſaid they, as concerning this ect, we know 
that every where it ts ſpoken againſt, Acts xxvill. 
12. The ſame Apoſtle tells the Corinthiaus, 
Ir. ii. 23. We preach Chriſt crucified : Unto 


ion] ge Jews 4 Stumbling-Block, and unto the Greeks 


| Foliſbneſ5, And after all his Labour and Pains 
"F inſettling a Church among them, he ſays to them, 
| le ſee your Calling, Brethren; how that not ma- 
ny wiſe Men, after the Fleſh, not many mighty, 
ut many noble, are called, Ver. 26. And in an- 
oer Place he declares, We are Fools for Chriſt's 
| ſake. - We both hunger and thirſt, and are 
| wated, and are buffetted, and have no certain 
Dwelling- Place. = We labour, working with 
ur on Hands, 1 Cor. iv. 10, 11, 12. Toge- 
| ther with theſe Hardſhips, in the ſeveral Verſes 
| before the Text, he declares his Diſintereſtedneſs 

* tO any temporal Views in the Work of his 
.þ Miniſtry : His Opinion, indeed, was, That he 
vho planted a Vineyard, had a Right to eat of 


the 
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(8] 
the Fruit of it; or he that fed a Flock, to euil tl 
the Milk of it; that if he ſowed unto them $f fron 


ritual Things, he ought to reap the tempo to F 
Things. Nevertheleſs, ſays he, we have w 


uſed this Power, but ſuffer all Things.- -- Th Reſt 
which miniſter about holy Things, live off ng 
ito 


Things of the Temple; and they which wait 
the Altar, are Partakers of the Altar Ewn( ſon 
hath the Lord ordained, that they which pref nter 
the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. Buff 
hade uſed none of theſe Things, neither hau 
written theſe Things, that it ſhould be ſo d 
unto me ; for though I preach the Goſpel, Ila 
nothing to glory of ; it is my Duty: For Ne 
ſity is laid upon me,; I am obliged to it: Zea, Wii 
zs unto me, diſmal will be the Conſequences uni 
me, I preach not the Goſpel; if I do not cu 
fully diſcharge the Duties of my holy Profeſſia 
Having thus made Way to the Words of f 
Text, I ſhall from them, as they eaſily ſeem 
int out to me, 
I. Firſt, Enquire into the Nature of this mdf 
excellent Duty of preaching the Goſpel, 
II. Secondly, The Neceſſity of a faithful Di 
charge of it. 5 1 
I. Firſt, I ſhall enquire into the Nature of ii 
moſt excellent Duty of preaching the Goſpel. 
He that carefully peruſes the Sacred Hiſtony,, 
and conſiders the Frailty of Man from 
very firſt Defe&ion, muſt certainly ſee the H 
cellency of this Work, of declaring all | 
Counſel of God concerning our Redempti0 
and Happineſs. God created our firſt Parents! 
his own Image, after his own Likeneſs. As 


[9] 
zs they were firſt formed, they finned, and fell 
from that Similitude; became continually prone 
'F to Evil, and ſubject to Death. It was then that 
Jour merciful God, having laid a Plan for their 
FT Reſtauration, firſt declared it to them, as a Soften- 
Ing to that heavy Curſe laid upon them for their 
| Diſobedience ; and, indeed, there was great Occa- 
Þ on for ſuch a wonderful Contrivance, as it proved 
'F afterwards in the ſucceeding Generations of Men 
bor ſome Thouſands of Years. 
| By the Time of the Flood there was almoft 
| entire Falling-off from the Knowledge of God; 
| the whole World was benighted in Ignorance 
ud Sin. There was an univerſal Corruption; 
and of the prodigious Increaſe of Mankind, for 
Þ# near two thouſand Years, Noah with his Fami- 
Ih, being but eight Perſons, only found Grace in 
God's Sight, becauſe he was a juſl Man, and 
perfect in his Generations, Gen. vi. 8, 9. He was+ 
Preacher of Righteonſneſs among that wicked 
Race of Men, 2 Pet. ii 5. After the dreadful 
& Calamity of the Flood, the Deſcendants of Noah, 
one would think, ſhould have had freſh in their 
Memories the aſtoniſhing Puniſhment which God 
had lately inflicted upon finful Men, fo as to 
tremble at the very Thoughts of doing the like : 
But this was little regarded; for by the Time of 
of Airaham, the World was almoſt all become Hea- 
den again. God called him out from among his 
Kindred, and planted the true Religion in his 
Family, which continu'd till the Time of Moſes : 
Ind though the Levitical Law was fo parti- 
$*!lar in every Reſpect, and God upon ſudden 
x = x Emer- 


[ 10] 


Emergencies was pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf i gent 
a more eſpecial Manner for their Inſtruvtiaf;ree 
yet all this would not keep them from thufNatic 
Startings-aſide, and downright Rebellions whiff, thi 
they were ſo frequently guilty of: So aboniÞWeſt 
nably ſinful were they, that they were almiÞMora 
all cut off in the Wilderneſs, who were brougiſ goſt 
out of the Land of Bondage. Afterwards, H aur 
their frequent Tranſgreſſions, they were deliver enjoy 
into the Hands of the Philiſtines, and other neigſ tue 
bouring Nations, profeſſing Idolatry ; carried Þ lace, 
way Captives; conquered by the Romans ; uf Whic 
at length, when God could no longer bf ce 0 
wirh their Sins, they were entirely rooted outalf feyers 
deſtroyed. At the Coming of our Lord u Word 
World was all Heathen, except that Handful years 
People the eus; who had ſo corrupted the L tte) 
of God with their falſe Interpretations and Glif It is 
ſes, and preferring their own Traditions, that af Skill 

Lord tells them, They teach for Dotrimesifconſta 
Ordinances of Men. He calls them, Hypocrittſſer to 
and blind Guides; and ſays, that it ſhall be nu power 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah at the Do vith; 
Judgment, than for many of their Cities, uf qual 
reſected his Heavenly Doctrine. When tte wi 
came near to Jeruſalem, their Capital, he wing C 
over it, in Compaſſion for them, at the ProfpifMank 
of that fearful Judgment which God would ſpeciſfſare in 
ly execute upon it. And from the firſt foundiſſ(der, | 
of the Chriſtian Religion, its Author, his farts, 
poſtles, and Multitudes of the Primitive Planta big! 
have undergone Hunger and Thirſt, Cold farts 
Nakedneſs, Mockings and Scourgings, Imprilifllin 


mei 


2. 


ments and Death itſelf ; and this, for better than 

three hundred Years, till Chriſtianity became a 
National Religion : And fince that, to our Times, 
a this holy Profeſſion has travelled from Eaſt to 
Weſt, what black Scenes of Corruption, both in 
Morals and Doctrine, have follow'd it, and al- 
noſt univerſally over- ſpread it, till it ſettled in 
our happy Iſle, as it is at preſent, where we 
enjoy it in its Purity? And I hope, we ſhall con- 
'tnue ſo to do, if Ambition, Coverouſneſs, Indo- 
lnce, and a Spirit of Infidelity, do not ipoll it. 
Which Blemiſhes I ſhall take more particular No- 
ice of preſently, when I come to ſpeak of the 
ut af ſeyeral Duties incumbent on a Miniſter of God's 
d u Word. From what I have hitherto obſerved, ap- 
fuld pears the Greatneſs, as well as the Difficulty of 
Lite Work, we of the Clergy are engaged in: 
Ct is a ſpiritual Warfare, which requires all the 

at af dkill we can make ourſelves Maſters of; our 

conſtant Zeal, and unwearied Application, in or- 
der to carry it on, as it ought to be: We have 
VE powerful as well as vigilant Enemies to deal 
Fvith ; the Devil, by long Experience, thoroughly 
FE cquainted with all the Stratagems of this War; 
File wicked and perſecuting World; and that eat- 
: Wing Contagion which is got into the Morals of 
oli Mankind. In order for this Undertaking, we 
ſpeeiſſare inveſted with the Titles of Rulers, and Lea- 
mae, not ſolely with Regard to the pompous 
us arts, as exalted Stations, gay Decking, Eaſe and 
alle gh Fare, but to the more laborious and painful 
d tarts; and theſe are the Ground- Work of our 
riiflalling : The others were only annexed for the 
men I B 2 Benefit 
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88 
Benefit of theſe : And whenever we undert ake til a 
Office for the ſake of its Honour only, au « Pg 
ſeparate the Pains and Labour from it, we mij Ty 
our Aim, and are only Pictures of our Profeſf; yo 
fion. The working Hand gains all the Credit pl 4 a5 
Religion; for it was originally ſo deſigned, aui] 
it is the very Nature of it. The Bleſſed Jeſuf 
came into the World to do the Work which Ga 
the Father gave him to do: He was an ex 
Pattern for us to copy after: So conſtant wt 
he in the great Duty he had entered upon, th 
he ſays, My Meat is to do the Will of himtha 
ſent me, and to finiſh his Work, John iv. 34. Ti 
his great Example, ſhould we, who have ben] 
thought worthy to miniſter at his Altar, confom 
our ſelves. Let us conſider (to make uſe ofthe} 
Words of alate Learned Prelate of our Church) 
That the Husbandman's Work is labora 
« and painful, and continually returning. Its 
< poſſible, that after all his Pains, the Hard 
«© may not anſwer his Expectation ; but yet i 
«© he neither ploughs, nor ſows, he can expe Arat 
«© no Return. If he be idle and careleſs, un he 
puts off the Main of his Work to others, cu xalou 
© he reaſonably look for the ſame Succeſs ? er 
<« lieve it, all our Pains are little enough tor go. 
„wake the ſleepy and ſecure Sinners; to inf gi, 
« ſtrut the Ignorant; to reclaim the Vicious Höck 
to rebuke the Prophane ; to convince the Eid his 
& roneous ; to ſatisfy the Doubtful ; to contin py, 
« the Wavering; to recover the Lapſed; andilfiyyyy; 
© be uſeful to all, according to their ſeveral CV 
* cumſtances and Conditions. It is not to Pre 8 
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ett Sermon, or two, in a Week's Time to your 


mib 
o fel 
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aul Pariſhioners, that is the Main of your Duty: 


6 That is no ſuch difficult Task, if you apply 
« your Minds as you ought to Divine Matters, 
« and do not ſpend your Retirements in uſeleſs 


« Studies. - - But the great Difficulty lies in 


« watching over your Flocks, that is, knowing 
their Condition, and applying yourſelves ſuita- 
« bly to them. He that is a Stranger to his 
„Flock, and only viſits it now and then, can 
« never be ſaid to watch over it: He may watch 
yer the Fleeces, but he underſtands little of 


the State of his Flock, vig. of the Diſtempers 
they are under, and the Remedies proper for 


them“. * 

But that J may be more particular in the great 
Duty here before us, I ſhall ſhew what every 
Ireacher of God's Word ought to have perpe- 


| ally in his View throughout the Whole of it: 


I the firſt Place, the Glory of God, and the 
Advancement of his holy Religion, ought ever 
lv be before his Eyes, and his Heart ſtirred up 


ralouſly to promote them to the utmoſt of his 


er. 


tor Secondly, A Concern and Tenderneſs for the 
0 WE fpritual Welfare of every individual of his 
oui Fock, ſhould be the prevailing Bent and Frame 
Ef his Mind. 


nfm 
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N Biward Biſhop of Woreefter's Prim. Viſit. 1690, p. 22, 23. 


Ver the Firſt, If the Love of God towards 


. Mankind is Matter of Amazement, for the ex- 
reac 
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[4] 
ceeding great Meaſure of it, how warmly ou nod 
we to be affected at it, conſidering we are enfKCare 
ployed as his Meſſengers, to publiſh it to chain 
World? If it was a Thing of ſmall Momaf;ih 
our Zeal might be in Proportion to it: Bui fead 
the Honour of the great Ged of Heaven aft its 
Earth, with which nothing can come into Con have 
petition, is the great Cauſe we are to pleuf hei 
what Longings, what Eagerneſs, what mai y- 
Fervour, ought we to have upon our Mind that 
when we are engaged in it? Chriſtian Zeal ii u rec 

a a lively Vigour and Activity in the whole Mal Souls. 
of the religious Life; it is the Performancedncs; 

every Act of Devotion, with ſuitable, wil their 
cloſe and ſtrong Application of Thought, I Fathe 
praiſe God with admiring and adoring Cf Sect 
ceptions of his Excellencies, with a thorowfry Ind 
Gratitude for his ineſtimable Favours and Kin ralling 
neſſes beſtowed upon us; and at the ſame Tin herein 
to have a true Senſe of our own UnworthindÞforus t 
and Inſufficiency; to confeſs our Sins with f ef E“ 
broken Spirit, with an inward Shame and Soma vas py 
for them, and a firm Reſolution againſt them Hand ha, 
the future; to pour out our Hearts in Prayer, uf Houſe 
to labour feryently in it; in ſhort, to be piſ be ſays 
fully earneſt in every Thing relating to Relignpure 5 
theſe are the Marks of true Chriſtian Zeal: Munne⸗ 
if, in common with the Meaneſt of our Flock, 
are indiſpenſably obliged to the ſeveral Partiaxpreſi 
lars juſt now mentioned, how much more nth, y 
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we, as Leaders, labour to excel, that we mayWhemed 
a Pattern to them? We muſt ſummons all Had; 
laces þ 


Strength and Abilities, ſtudy and deyiſe all Fo 
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u dods of moving and influencing thoſe under our 
en Care, in order to ſoften the Stony-hearted, re- 
i claim the Unrelenting, teach the Ignorant, admo- 
nen nim the Careleſs, ſtrengthen and forward the Un- 
uri teady, and endeavour to heighten and keep up 
uo its true Pitch the inward Warmth of thoſe we 
Jon have brought to a religious Turn of Mind. 
leu When our Fellow-Chrifſtians ſee that we have no 
uuf By-Ends, no worldy Views to ourſelves; and 
linaß tat the Religion which we ſo painfully ſtrive 
eal i o recommend to them, and to imprint upon their 
Mal Souls, is deſigned for their own eternal Happi- 
cedF neſs; when they ſee this good Work of ours for 
wif their ſakes, they will, no doubt, glorify our 

II Father which is in Heaven. 
| Secondly, A Concern and Tenderneſs for eve- 
i Individual of our Flocks, ſhould be the pre- 
ne railing Bent and Temper of our Minds. And 
in herein the great Apoſtle St. Paul is a fit Example 
hindÞforus to imitate: He tells the Elders of the Church 
th of Epheſus, that he had kept back nothing that 
ono vas profitable unto them, and had ſhewed them, 
m and had taught them publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe; and when he takes his laſt Farewell of them, 
paß be lays, I tabe you to record this Day, that I am 
liga hure from the Blood of all Men ; for I have not 
Mlunned to declare unto you all the Counſel of 
ck, bod, Acts xx. 20, 26, 27. The ſame Way of 
artiÞrpreſſion he uſes to the rebellious Jeu at Co- 
e ment, when they oppoſed themſelves, and blaſ- 
maf phemed; Zuur Blood, ſays he, be upon your 0wn 
all d leads ; J am clean, Acts xviii. 6. In which two 
I Macs he alludes to a Paſſage in the Prophecy of 
tha = £zekiel, 
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Ezekiel, iii. 17, Sc. which runs thus: The Why 
of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of NH hic 
I have made thee a Watchman unto the Hop lid. 
Iſrael, therefore hear the Word at my Mu F. 
aud give them Warning from me. = « Wha felve 
ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, our 
thou giveſt him not Warning, nor ſpeaks $90" 
warn the Wicked from his wicked Way, to ſal of © 
his Life, the ſame wicked Man ſhall die mi": 
Iniquity 5 but his Blood will I require at thin 
Hand.. Tet if thou warn the Wicked, ail fac 
turn not from his Wickedneſs, nor from his wire" 
may, he ſhall die in his Iniquity ; but thou HH 
delivered thy Soul. The two following Veff mad, 
are to the ſame Senſe with theſe ; fo that I fyvecon 
not repeat them. A deep Concern had this Api the I 
tle for his Brethren the Jews, who would i Holy 
receive his Inſtructions, nor regard his conf Maſte 
Warnings which he gave them; and though! ing ir 
knew that he had delivered his own Soul, h lar c 
Faithful Diſcharge of every Circumſtance of! Matt. 
ty, yet with a ſolemn Proteſtation he ſays the 
have great Heavineſs and continual Sorrow u. 
Heart; for Icould wiſh that myſelf were accu" wi 
from Chrift, for my Brethreu, my Kinſmen, Occafi 
cording to the Fleſh, Rom. ix. 2, 3. In pm - 
fo great a Love had he for his Converts, tha th 
Epiſtles are entirely one continued Strain of (9 could 
| paſſion and Tenderneſs for them. But 9 N ſo 
more particular, I ſhall point out the ſeveral Ind not 
poſitions of Mind we ought to have, to eiii ut 
us for the better carrying on of this great WF od ger 
ED | | | ng, re 
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which are chiefly theſe, Meekneſs, Generoſity, 
lduſtry, and Soundneſs of Principles. 
For the Firſt, Meekneſs is an exerciſing our- 
ſelyes in a careful Reſtraint and Government of 
Four Paſſions, a keeping ourſelves within the 
Bounds of Reaſon and Religion; it is a Courſe 
If eaſy, ſweet, and obliging Behaviour. Moſes, 
(that great Leader and Type of our Lord Jeſus 
Ichrſt, in his Mediation between God and the 
Ihaehites, is declared to be very meek, above all 
Men which were upon the Face of the Earth; 
ud yet for one Act of Raſhneſs, for ſpeaking 
Sunadvitedly with his Lips, being raiſed to an un- 
becoming Degree of Anger at the Iniquities of 
Ide People, he was denied Entrance into the 
Holy Land, Numb. xii. 3. & xx. 10. But our 
Maſter Chriſt was the greateſt Inſtance of excel- 
Ing in this admirable Virtue : He- adviſes us to 
kam of him; for he dat meek and lowly in Heart, 
Matt. xi. 29. St. Paul beſeeches the Corinthians, 
y the Meekne/s and Gentlenefſ3 of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
1. l. Tis true, he had the natural Paſſion of An- 
oecr within him, and could expreſs it upon proper 
I Occaſions: He looked round about upon his vexa- 
us Enemies with Anger, Mark iii. 5. He 
kd the Paſhon, I fay, within him, or elſe he 
geuuld not have been a Pattern to us in fubduing 
t; fo that we are required to regulate our Anger, 
nd not to root it out; to be angry, and not to fin: 
i tis ufual Way was to turn away Wrath by ſoft 
and gentle Anſwers, by mild and calm Reaſon- 1 
Ing, rather than by hard and ſevere Replies. | 
ET: H—_ 


618) 
When the Scribes charged him with Blaſphen 
upon his jay ing to the Sick of the Pali 7 nit of 
Sins be forgiven thee, he meekly juste i thel 
ſelf; he bids them look upon the miracul oe 
Power that was in him, and from thence 1 fires I 
whether he had not allo Power to inked > tion, ( 
Matt. ix. 2. 6. When he was accuſed of kel Wet 
ing Company with Publicans and Sinners, uit Trand 
out any Diiturbance he tells them They chal | Seco 
whole, need not a Phyſician, but they that n our Fü 
fick 3 1ntimating that theſe had moſt need of hi lappol 
heavenly inſtructions ; that he came not to d enable 
the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance 7 EIS 
I2, 13. And when he wrought a Miracle wd oa Fr 
the Blind and Dumb, in caſting out a Devil yer ſu 
Phariſees reviled him, and faid, This Fel hu A the 
caſt out Devils by Beelzebub, the Prince if t 1 
Devils. But inſtead of ſhewing any Mark tothing 
Indignation, he miidly reaſons the Caſe with tha = Ki 
demonſtrates the Impoſſibility of ſuch a Matt dance « 
as they laid to his Charge; and alſo warns th = 
of the diſmal Conſequence of blaſphemous | f late 
flections, Hatt. xii. 32. So that we mult bel 2 
mindful of this Virtue, as to take particular C N be 
that while we are endeavouring to root Sin d et 
of others, we do not plunge ourſelves intol general 
and as Anger is oppoſed to Meekneſs, fo is At dere o 
bition to Humility. This is a moſt diſtingui wüten 
ing Virtue, and always goes hand-in-hand wi * 
the other juſt now deſcribed. Our Lord wi 8 
perfect Model of theſe; and from this Founti 0 
the New Teſtament breaths nothing but the 9 % 2 7 
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Int of them, from the one End to the other; and 
ir theſe do appear to be ſuch eſſential Ingredients, 


0 look in their ſtead! For Fury and Ambi- 
ton, (or Pride, which is near the ſame,) let*us 
meet with them where we will, are nothing but 
| Tranſcripts from the grand Enemy of Mankind. 

Keondly, the next good Diſpoſition in one of 


4 on Function, is Ce- erf. ity. This Qualification 
= ſuppoſes not only a Bravery of Spirit, which will 
T Fenble us to ſtand up couragiouſſy 1 in the Defence 
" 400 Religion, whenever there is Occaſion; but al- 


Pa Freeneſs of Heart, by which we readily i im- 
Fpart ſuch Things as we can conveniently ſpare 
Þ the Neceſſitous. Without this laſt, 1f we are 
In any tolerable Capacity, all our Doings will be 
thing worth, The Piety of our Anceſtors in 
this Kingdom, gave the Tithes for the Mainte- 
ace of the Service of God, which continued 
tl that Channel for many Ages, till the Iniquity 

** later Times ſeized upon, and applied large 
. ortions of them to temporal Uſes, and at laſt 
ey became a Part of Lay-Eſtates; and if the 
pct Livings for Revenue now remaining, are 
| p-acrally made Curacies, and that with a ſmall 
Paare of their Income for a Stipend, while the 
\Pubſtance and Bulk are carried off to ſome Diſ- 
ce, to be turned into ſecular Fortunes, and form 
en of Faſhion; this is, in my Opinion, as 
Dach Impropriation as any at all. It is very great 
Emfort to us of the lower Clergy, when we hap- 


Fu to liye in the Neighbourhood of a Brother 
C 2 of 
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how unbecoming, how monſtrous mult their Oppo- 
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of ſome Circumſtances, who kindly aſſiſts us i out o 
the Uſe of Books, which cannot be ſuppaiq vas e 
with large Families and ſmall Incomes, we gthoug 
ſupply ourſelves with; and without them jſfoblige 
muſt dwindle into Ignorance, and an Inabilityſſonct 
perform our miniſterial Function in ſuch MA br tc 
ner as we ought. And if he is a Man of af him v 
nerous Spirit, he will ſhelter us from the Ind Fot 
of the brutiſh Part of the Laity, in whoſe Full 
Poverty always has a moſt contemptible A ſped i vorth 

Thiraly, the next ſuitable Ditpoſition in q pion 

Character, is Iuduſtr y. To ſee the indefatigiſ us at 
Pains tome Men take in their temporal Empiſ Paul, 
ments for a Subſiſtence, and for Gain; hoy i ve h: 
that End they ſtrive to excel each other inif r t! 
Curioſity of the Work, ſhould not by Wa Fconſid 
Emulation, but for Shame, {tir up in us an Bhs laf 
neſtnets of forwarding the great Work befote i ies o 
If God himſeif has been engaged in it from tto Itat 
Foundation of the World; if in order for ter in 
perfecting of it, he took our Nature upon livin! 
laboured in it, and died in its Cauſe, leavinggvhich 
an Example that we ſhould follow his Steps, Aud eſſ 
the very great Honour of giving the laſt Ha utack 
to it, what Renegadoes to our holy ProfeſiqQuation 
what inconſiſtent Men muſt we be, if Indolepitery | 
and an inactive Courſe of Life take PoſſefſioFÞ allo 
us? Lazineſs in our Character is a ContradidiReach 
to the Whole of it. I cannot but often thinkiſſuch a 
on a Paſſage in the Preface of a Work of a Heepts, 
Dignitary of our Church; where he lets us kno latter ; 
that a calamitous Diſtemper having dri yen Mill Re 
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18 bout of the Pulpit, in the Neglect of which he 
pofiſhwas exempted from the Penalty of human Law, 
we effthough not from that of Conſcience, he was 
em fobiged to ſet about this Work, in order to do 
ility g ſoncthing that might be uſeful to his Generation; 
MH br to have Life, and to do no Good in it, to 

Fa g him was the greateſt Burden of it. 
Inu Forrthly, Soundneſs of Principles, is another 
e H Qualification in one of our Profeſſion. Our very 
ſpet. northy and learned Dioceſan, that great Cham- 
in d pion for, and Ornament to our Church, told 
tigiſ us, at his laſt Viſitation, in the Words of St. 
nplof Paul, That wwe ſhould ſee his Face no more; and 
ow ive have juſt Reaſon to weep ſore, and to forrow 
in if for theſe Words which he ſpake : Eſpecially 
Va C$confidering,. that even before his Departure, in 
n EA bis laſt Declines of Life, and under the Infirmi- 
Ne uf ies of a great Age, when he is no longer able 
m ü to ſtand in the Gap for us, grievous Wolves en- 
for Hier in among us, not ſparing the Flock. If the 
n H Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
ringFvbich is the Baſis of every good Man's Hope, 
s, Nad eſpecially of the great Work before us, is openly 
Huf utacked, what may we not fear, when the Foun- 
ſelich dation is taken away? To bring this great My- 
oleng tery into the Compaſs of human Reaſoning, and 
Non to allow nothing but what will come within the 
dic Reach of Mathematical Demonſtration ; to give 
nkwfuch a Preference to moral, above poſitive Pre- 
4 Heepts, ſo as to make little or no Account of the 
knFlatter ; what is this, but endeavouring to deftroy 
n Hell Revelation? So folemnly have the Scriptures, 
| aud 
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and eſpecially our Lord himſelf, declared his N? 
vinity, that he muſt be the greateſt Impoſtor tung 
ever was upon Earth, if his Aſſertions, in M 
plain Senſe of them, are not true: J, and aut, 
Father, ſaith he, are one, Joh. x. 30. St. Pu his 
faith, That Chrift being iu the Form of Co 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with Gugel 
Phil. ii. 6. He did not think that he rohjythit f. 
God of his Honour, by claiming an Equalinſ# to 
with him, becauſe he was really equal with halbe ca 
St. John declares, That the Word was God; aſting 
all Things were made by him, Joh. i. 1, 3. Nn jon be! 
Ix. 5. he is ſaid % be God over all; bleſſedfi that tf 
ever. The Coloſſians are adviſed, ii. 8,9. to heuuſif Fe 
leaſt any Man ſbould ſpoil them through Pbilliſtiſag 
phy and vain Deceit, after the Traditions iet L. 
Men, after the Rudiments of the IVorld, andw 1! 
after Chriſt : For in him dwelleth all the Fufblber 
neſs of the Godhead bodily. From Pal. xly,6f e 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews tells us, -- - IN 
God faith unto his Son, Thy Throne, O Gad i * 
for ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. That there b: d M 
Plurality of Perſons, appears in the very Beg L 
ning of the Sacred Hiſtory. Ger. i. 26. God ſaif® C0 
Let us make Man in our Image, after uf lc 
| Likeneſs. And, iii. 22. the Lord God ſaid, Net Fr 
hold, the Man is become as one of us, to lun de 
Good and Evil. Exod. iii. 1. the Angel of thÞ* E. 
Lord that appeared unto Mo/es in the Buſh, d i dec] 


clares himſelf to be the God of Abraham, tt f 2 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob; and xxiii. 2 Ho 
c 


God tells the [/raelites, Behold, J fend an * 
| q 
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before thee, to keep thee in the Way, and to 
ring thee into the Place which I have prepared, 
in iWprware of him, and obey his Voice, provoke him 
1d ant 5 for he Hill not pardon your It auſgreſſions. 
@,Fhis Angel muſt be the Second Perton in the 
Hoy Trinity: For the Angel of God, or the 
Gugel ſent by God, muſt be diſtinct from God 
robe ſends him; and yet he is ſaid to be God, 
ali to pardon Tranigreſſions; or, 1 can't ſee how 
h halre can make Senſe of theſe Places; and there 
/ - afbeng Mention made likewiſe of another divine Per- 
In in beſides theſe, it is plain, in the Old Teſtament, . 
ed f that the inſpired Writers acknowledged a Trinity 
cual Perfons in the Godhead. But I think this 
hills age in Iſaiah, is an unexceptionable Proof of 
915 der Lord's Divinity; T/aiah ix. 6. --- Unto us 
1d we Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
> Flcmerument {hall be upon his Shoulder: Aud his 
«ly, (ame ſball be called Wonderful, Counſeller, The 
. try God, The everlaſting Father, The Prince 
ud i if Peace. Now, after all theſe Declarations, 
e bid Multitudes more that might be produced, 
Boon four Lord, who was Meekneſs itſelf, if he was 
4 ſal God, but a created Being, though of ever fo 
„ ofeclient a Nature, muſt be guilty of the grea- 
d, Br > Preſumption and Falſchood that can be; and - 
unte Scriptures are only a Contrivance, from the 
of tee End to the other, to impoſe upon Mankind, 
ſh, d f declaring in plain eaſy Terms one Thing, and 
1, M meaning quite the contrary. The Divinity 
111. 20 i the Holy Ghoſt, likewite clearly appears in 
„ Ae Old Teſtament: The Second Perſon is never 
[a called 
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called by the Name of Spirit ; therefore this. 
be a diſtinct Perſon. Egetiel ſays, xi. 5. U Ic 


bis J 


I. 
{ it. 
2, 
Fn 
f it: 


is ſaid, that it is not diſtinct, but by it is d 
meant the influencing or inſpiring Power of Gf 
tt will appear otherwiſe, by this Paſſage in Iſau 
xIviil. 16. Now the Lord God and bis St 
bath ſeut me. Whereby muſt be meant twod 
ſtinct Perſons; or there is ſome of the low” F 
Tautology that poſhbly can be utter'd; whi 15 

is entirely inconſiſtent with the majeſtick Sj 8 
of the Holy Scriptures. But when Men f 
troubled with a Spirit of Contradiction, and of 
given to cavil, tis amazing to think what A 
ſurdities Prejudice will make them ſwallow doi 
In the New Teſtament the Divinity of the H * 
Ghoſt is abundantly proved; as particFulaſi te 
Acts v. 3, 4. where He 1s expreily called Gn 
But I {hall tum up what I have to ſay fanhol 
this weighty Concern in the Words of St. Jil r 
where the Three Perſons, in their proper in 

der, are declared to be one God. x John v. il a. 
There are three that bear Record in Heal 7 to t 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; hy, x 
theſe three are one. it ex 
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[come now to the Second Part of my Diſcourſe : 
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l. Secondly, To enquire into the Neceſſity ofa 
fithful Diſcharge of this excellent Duty in the 
Text, And here, as in part I have anticipated 
ths Portion of my Undertaking, I ſhall not dwell 
bf upon it. The Neceſſity of it will ap- 
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I 194 . F irſt, From the exceeding great Importance 
f i. 

1 2. Secondly, From its Conſequences. | 


q Firſ, From the exceeding great Importance 


* Fon 
two ( 
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Tf it: If it is no leſs than the ſaving of Souls 
fm Miſery and Deſtruction that we are con- 
em'd in, and if our Life muſt go for the Life 
* one under our Care, which we ſuffer to be 
at, what Diligence ſhould we ule, were it 
aly for our own fakes ? If we take a Survey of 
tuman Affairs, and examine thoſe Trifles which 
generally are a Hinderance to us in our Duty, 
e ſhall find them but mere Shadows, empty 
Names, and even nothing. If the Soul of one 
f the meaneſt Perſons committed to our Charge, 
bot more Value than the whole World; if all 
be Kingdoms of it, and the Glory of them, 
- not redeem one Soul that is loſt ; if no- 
ng but the Merits and Sufferings of our Lord 
nl do this; and if it is our indiſpenſible Du- 
7 to teach Men to make uſe of theſe to their 
Im Benefit, what terrible Vengeance may we 
a expect, if we neglect any the leaſt Particu- 
a of it? If we perform this Work faithfully, 
D hat 
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ſt 
what Reſpect, and Encouragement, are not ; 


erl. 


to us? But if there is little Regard paid t$, h 
Merits and long Labours of thoſe who are gwen 
grey under the Toil and Weight of Parochiali { 
ties, while Affinity, Friendſhip, Acquaintuſn v 
and Obligations to like Favours, are generally iy > 
Motives to the Advancement of the Younggſuls, 
Untried,their Caſe is hard: It is a melancholy Tue! 


to conſider, that after almoſt a whole Life i 
in the conſtant and unwearied Attendance w 
the Service of God, with a ſcanty Income, fy 
enough to ſupport the animal Part of u 
{mall and refuſed Bit of Preferment, after can 
and innumerable Applications, ſhall be thoy 
a large Benevolence to comfort the Infirnu 
of old Age, and to land a large Family uf Her 
the Stage of the World in tome honeſt Wajjſhis 01 
Employment; and, perhaps, conſidering thetiſpiiti 
Circumſtances of the Object, it may be thougliſyhich 
Deed of Charity, a contemptible Word in houp 
Eyes of Grandeur. - : nem 

But I ſhall haſten to the Second Thing, withall | 
by the Neceſlity of faithfully diſcharging ſhe 
excellent Duty will appear, namely, by callfarde 
dering the Conſequences of it; which are Treat 
Advancement of God's Glory, the Salvatiofffon. 
our own Souls, and of thoſe of our reſpedy Th 
Flocks. If it has been the Work of the Almiglent 
from the Beginning of the World to our Tiffhe | 
and will be to the finiſhing of all Things at 
ſave Mankind from Deſtruction; if he has 
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fly recommended Part of this Work, the Mi- 

not (Wferial Part, to us as his Agents; if it is what 

id tot himſelf had ſo much at Heart, that he took 

re gion him our Fleſh, as I have already obſerved, 

child ſet us a Pattern how we ſhould act; what 

aintayfkn we think of our ſelves, if we are guilty of 

rally Neglect; but that we ſhall loſe our own 

ounguls, and the Souls of thoſe committed to our 

y Tue? If a Miniſter of God's Word, who ſhrinks 

life hm his Duty, will but ſeriouſly reflect, he 

ce Wilt | BR 

ne, fe ſn the Firſt Place, feel the Smitings of his 

of unn Conſcience, at the indolent and idle Per- 

er canirmance of it: And what a terrible Companion 

thowlſhis is, few Men, who have any Guilt lying up- 

afirmihn their Minds are ignorant of. 

ily wh &condly, The Murmurings and Repinings of 
- Wafhs own Flock, for want of their due Portion of 
- thetlifhiritual Suſtenance; the Whiſperings about 
hougliſyhich, will not only be brought to him, al- 
d in Rough he may have ſome temporal Handle to 
tempt him from human Cenſure and Puniſhment, 
ill be a gnawing Mortification to him; but 
ging her Complaints will alſo reach Heaven, be re- 
by cafforded there againſt him, and produced at the 
ate eat Day to his eternal Shame and Confu- 
vation non. 5 

eſpe Thirdly, The Countenance and Encourage- 
Imięnnent, the lazy, idle, and wicked Part too of 
ur The World receive, through the Indoleuce and 
hinge activity of the Clergy, muſt be very great: 
has © D 2 For 
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For notwithſtanding there may be very fey ſhin 
Atheiſts, or rather none at all, and the Strenſhe | 
and Beauty of Religion will be imprinted on Mend if 
Minds, yet when thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is, ſenſured 

have no great Stomach to the Duties of it, Whode! 
are apt to think that the practical Part is a Muy b 
ter of Indifference, ſo that they do hut cam a 
fair Outſide to the World. 'Tis true, while tent 
are Stipendiaries, and of the inferior Claf ꝓaſec 
Incumbents, we are ſtrictly tied down to our de h. 
dies, as far as it is poſſible, to the great Worlghth, 

our Calling, and to endure Hardneſſes, in naſſſars. 
Senſes than one, as good Soldiers of Je An 
Chriſt: But when greater Intereſt, and benhed a 
Friends advance our Station, moſt of our kde: 

bour in the Lord's Vineyard is done by Pronfficigh 
To ſee one powerfully ſupported with thi a n 
Helps, eagerly negociating a Gradation in ſyſutun 
ritual Employments, ſorting and piecing thajte Ti 
together, and chuſing the largeſt and beſt, Flue 
order to make a Figure in the World, plac er, 

out Cures for a ſmall Maintenance, and there 
perhaps, in a ſickly Place, where the Unwholgrrlatic 
ſomeneſs of the Air, Farth, and Water, is cmde1 
tinually breaking down the Conſtitution, ty ; 
hurrying a Man out of the World before lt, 1 
Time: To ſee the Parochial Clergy, generliftlary 
under a State of Indigence, (the greater LivinÞiſcou 
being for the moſt Part turned into Curacies, al ous, 

ſo are upon a Level,) and unable to aſfiſt en i ſhe 


other in any difficult Affair; I fay, to * theſopick 
hing 


(290 


few efſhings, is a very heavy Diſcouragement to us. 
Strewſhe good Man pities, but the Libertine inſults; 
on Mend if there ſhould happen to be a great ill- na- 
\ſeenued Man within our Charge, and we ſhould 
it, Whodeftly declaim againſt thoſe Failings which 
a Mqpay be his Favourites, and it ſhould be taken 
cans a Reflection, we are ſure to meet with a ſuf- 
hile ſhient Meaſure of Reſentment, ill Will, and 
Jlaf Peſecution, as is many Times the Caſe, while 
dur dhe have no other Weapons to defend ourſelyes 
Woti, but Poyerty and Innocence, Prayers and 
in maſſſears. ; 

f je And hence, Fourthly, Hoſpitallity, fo much 
| beted among the primitive Chriſtians, muſt be laid 
Dur Ide: This is that friendly Entertainment of our 
Pronfeighbours, our Pariſhioners, and even Strangers, 
h tl a modeſt and free Way, which furmiſhes Op- 
in fihutunities of Converſation, more firmly unites 
g the Ties of brotherly Love among us, raiſes the 
zeſt, aue and Reſpect we ought to have for one an- 
placiſher, and gives us a Concern and Tenderneſs 
| their each other's Welfare and Reputation. Con- 
1wholgalation, when duly managed, is certainly of 
is cajnderful Benefit in the advancing of Virtue and 
n, ity; and whenſoever a worthy Divine is joined 
fore Mit, which at proper Seaſons will be very ne- 
encrlfilary, he will always be watchful to ſteer the 
LivinFſcourſe in ſuch Manner, that ſomething reli- 
es, ſous, ſomething commendable and praiſe-wor- 
| ecadÞiy hall generally be uppermoſt, and the ruling 
e theſſopick of it, till 'tis finiſhed, He will have 
Thing frequent 
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frequent Opportunities of gently handing j 
ſome profitable Remarks, which will contrib fe 
to the great Work we are employed in, and, paſe P 
haps, have a greater Effect upon ſome Perſons fi 
at that Time, than at any other. There are differ 
ferent Tempers of Men: Some are of a ni les f 
ſweet Diſpoſition, according to the Turn of theiz th 
Conſtitutions; others are of a fiery, daring, aiy $ 
perverſe Temper ; and either of theſe muſt I the 
differently applied to, and have a proper Seaſaſyn 
There is a Time when the ſtubborneſt of Make fi 
and the moſt evilly inclined, do lay aſide Prejifled, a 
dice, do put on good Humour, and will bear Here 
hearing of what will be of ſpiritual Ad vantageiſ Pla 
them; and this is moſt likely to be, when theme. 
unbend themſelves from the Cares of the Wolf heſ 
and meet together to impart Knowledge, i$thar 
unboſom their Troubles, and to comfort nett 
encourage one another in Promiſes of mutufton 
Help. 5 _ 

Fifthly, When the Period of our Lives dr Spe: 
near an End, the dreadful Expectation of eien ue 
Puniſhment for our Idleneſs and Neglect will l unc. 
moſt ſad evil Conſequence. I need not here, j ferc 
Reverend Brethren, endeavour at any Strengtuq af o 


Language to print this upon your Minds; you the 


fully know that the Terrors of the great Dai Mar 
Viſitation will be amazingly great. When i ine 
empty Amuſements of this World have fofſa eyer 


us; when the Infirmities of Age and Sicknf 
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ctoud thick upon us; when we begin to be 
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atribugze-Sore to our Friends and Relations; when 
nd, pate Pains of Death begin to lay hold on us, and 
Perſe find ourſelves moving towards the Borders of 
are diſernity; when the convulſive and catching Strug- 
a mills for Life come upon us, and we are gaſping 
of theſh the Agonies of Death; in all theſe aftoniſh- 
ng, ag Scenes, what an inexpreſſible heavy Addition 
nuſt there ſtill to be made, when we look back 
Seaſuſon a negligent idle Life, the being caſt into 
f Mete fery Lake, and there to remain for ever; 
> Prejled, a& Learned Author obſerves, * © If where- 
dear f eyer the Center of the World is, there be the 
ntageiſ Place of Torments, as ſeems to be manifeſt by 
en ti te Oppoſition between Aſcend into Heaven, and 
Wall beſcend into Hell; and there be no lower Deſcent 
dge, Wthan the Center of this World; if this Center 
ort uf e the Sun, as has been proved to a Demonſtra- 
muluß ton; and if a few of its Beams, collected by ſo 
mall and inconfiderable a Thing as a common 
es dFSrectacle-Glaſs, burn at the Diftance of eighty 
 eteMFone Millions of Miles, f which is the Sun's Diſ- 
vill tance from the Earth, and in a cold Day too, ſo 
ere, IFfercely, that we cannot bear them on any Part 
engt of our Body one Moment; how prodigious muſt 
vou the central Flames be? Well may any thinking 
Day f Man cry out, Lord, who knoweth the Power of 
hen tine Anger! who among us can dwcll with 
fol trerlaſting Burning s? 
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E B. Pocock's ſecond Part of divine Covenants, p. 22. 1707. 
+ See Mr. Swinden's Enquiry into the Nature and Place of Hell, 
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From which, Cod of his infinite My 
pre ſerve us all, for Jeſus ChriſPs Jl 
0 whom with the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 

both now and for evermore. Amen. 
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late Rector of Cuxton in Kent, Dedicated to Di, 


TERBURY, late Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter. The 3 
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